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I don't lilae to epologize because spme say that sincere se¥row 1s neofannish,
but I do want o say something about the last :lssue., To me an issue of so few
peges.was alffiost a criminel sffense, - I hated to ‘éveh send it out, and I think.
that; fen who didn't think enpugh of 1t to respond will get this one anyways There
were". supposed to be several additional things in the last issue, but..due bo:the
fact that I hed to go away in August and algo that. Len didn't, want to rush his art—
icle, the reat f the.wgterlel.dida!t uhy metertatize, We did have two_ art:lclea by
mo in the hopper as well as some outside fiction, bp.i; Ve felt that X
there was alraady, tqo .much.Katz.and .£iotion 4m 8, ““How did I take 't xxx
these crushing blows? Iike a true stelward fam, that!e how, A Walle XX
Len sat in my,baqqmemt saying oves .and ewver afsll; f'.l'hii‘ty pages is. . xx
all right." I sat on a bar strol (We have a butlt in bar), &id, Whrle = A&x
ed around and,around in & counterclockwiee ddwectiny mhmng a‘aouﬁ g
what & % page fanzine would do to ny fannish reputatinn. CThats how-
ever was only the way I, staxbed., . Afser & ‘Pow ‘ridew AR s stoo.q I D e s 000994
was raving about the Joys of stool spinning: unter-clockw" se, atm;l XX =
epicning, of course,..I.find. that. clockwise- stool apihnihy” is not R
mach of & thrill, L e XX XX

After an houy or.twn.of.this, - I. calmed- down enduzh & t..a?; waa..‘_xx\\ Cxx
back moaning about the thirty pages. This ma@.a Len feol Jug t ﬁ"’t)q-tg
I'm sure, I hope this.issue, .which marks- Si& Tekarifs de‘btﬁ“ as K%

publisher is more %9 your likijg end mine, As that ea?,,,fg.g,i.&h\ aft - \m‘g
mind once sald¢:¥ .Qur.motto .lsy . levery tssue hettér. X

? it g Bl 'z‘ N - cg"ls L1y
.Tust meﬁqr& tbfe Iasx issue, But 4og" 1@ ﬂfr s sion thpre axyw Jhanomy il
LN+ ,B*A-*Iz"u*ﬁ*s* ;came vip North with iy mﬁn&d spent t..’:a =Y SRS S
ter part of .a:weslk: at; my house. He called e oh. thi’ pfmhe 'tk; ..aa*u:&- ;

day he_pame~Antnr town and told me:tHEE he' 'aapparfa?tﬂy wapte&» &0 AL
to theb night?s Lunariants: -mesting’ Pocaunge" AT "watt, fu gee ‘ume rapl P RETES St
live fexd Repeubering sur previivs ad%nture With tﬁa G ul'» b ﬂ»v"'"bd-v ﬁ oL XXX
¥¥ell, how: wili.gefng to the Iuﬁ'éﬂﬁns chane:e aﬁy‘tMn oD .{y—m's pitle.  ~XREXLAXIX:
eble pleadings.vwere able 'to winimevEiy g éf‘l‘-er Wl b..d .u:'nev Al e e en T
my house, we set cut to Frank Dietaty p:hacéu ‘Somdlicdy whed W@ zZat to

the right subway station, we left 1%t by the wrong feore ard Wwe ...\nmd surselves at
the top of 20 mtlilon steps, Ons By ono we descended the stalws in lhe bwilight
of the evening. At last, and none teo . goom for yours tmulymn:Wo fednl AL tHe
Yottom, and tezen walldrg, It was then that we noticsd that the rcsd we were Walk-
iag alsng was sctually eleveted. omer suother one, ...nq mad B pob- extond ‘te - the
hvuge stalrcess; and we were abtle f» nots, with a lump in our thmabs, that the tcp -
~ of the gtalys Was a 109@; long Way irom ‘the byttom most ruaﬂo .Ire’ exdieeBices - v
reads mede: me’ think thet T was 4% pime ke of futuristic clty. A '“osa 1ook at
scme of the Alirpidabed’ 'b‘kilﬁ!m,,s in the area convinced me that I:Waskihy Floallys
after much walling ebiuty Wwe'got tu Diet,'s af)arimén—tu At the door was Maraha
Brewn, who made .an 'ass’ of~herself in reply to I:en's query about{mbether: thls was tBe

AN &%& @DZ ﬂD

Balles and k‘a.tz make the Scene At Ihe L%m

.-
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Lunarians. Finallys mostly because Judi Sephton was also at the door, we galned
entrance. The other (and only) time I had attended a2 meeting Frank had treated me

XX ¥4 as 1f I was a robber surprised in the act, so I was resolved to be &
kxﬁ model young men at this meeting, I didn't wisecrack, I was quiet and I
XXy tried %o be ultre—amiable and avoid all arguments. I was doing fine

,XX'}&‘{X unkil Judi, Andy Porter, and I (the only twn attendess basides Len with
o FX whom 1 thought I could act normally) got into a discussion of the merlts
of the CCNY group. I gctd that I felt thats; outside of Judi, znone of the
L . neofannish CCNY exowd had develsped intc a rezl active fanzins faa to
LRXNCX renk with the new New Yorkers who dsvelpped ir otizer clubs, paréicoul~
X .. XX arly, the Fannclasts, Marsha Brown felt it was hex duby to bvit in

OOO00XXK at this point with the remark that Eiifot Sbortor was cne. I replied
X XX that although Elliot had been active lacally, h= huin't depe muc . in
XX XX fanzine fandom other than a couple o aritilles iu W3R, the CCNYzine,
and one ar two letters te other zines. Lar<ha xopid e;. W'Lth tha epinion
~that he couldn't do mnre because he was in the cims, I poiated out
LEXXXXXX”  that Scithers was abroadwm too, and he was achive, ‘““‘Fd came a classic
XX XX  rejoinder from karsha, ¥ Yes, Elliot is stati:nad with Scithers? I
LOXKXXK. . stared at her incrdulously, "But Marcha.® I zaili, #Tissn’t that preve
XX . XX . my pofnt?" . She gave me a snotty look and ssid. "You'wc just igoiant
XX . XX (that's the way she sald 1t)!" and she walized smay, sscure in the lmow
PRl =y lege that she hzd won that argument, my gacdl
$.0.0.0.0.0.0.0. GEEY Later, I was sitting on the floor in a dlssussicw with Len aad Andy»
XX XX  sSuddenly, I felt a heavy hand on my shoulder, I looked up: and 1t was
XX XX Frank Dietz. Already, from the way he was looldung at me, I cowid tell
XX - XX . that something waz Wrong. "Get up!" he saszxled. I looked at Lim, as
).0.0.9.0:0.0.0¢ innoceat as the day is long.
4 '?Hf}}lb}_,iﬁ‘:.‘a:lﬁ"‘*"I"':se.lid',- é'bit'-confu:'aed.«fﬁ ST el eazody
XX Get vpo- Are J:)u sitting on my pi"e cF Tathine : - ha Te l.}.f:!d Tt
XX sounied as “if he wes -mal:ing a statem-mt rq hey S osiing,a question,
XX . .. . This gamoit tonk ma oy °1rp"ise. A e ] At g AR R
"o, Frank. I'm just sitting én your'flesr.. " Fer eong- reason- Frank
felt the need to bodily move me out »f the way in cese I should heoppen
XXX to have beea lying to aim, Naturally. 7 wsoen't cittiog on his faanzines.
XX He didn't cven bothex to excuse h..ms-':_'-.
XXXXXX [
ro4 The Hunt Sa‘.bcteurs Sirils Aralp Deple.
}C['{‘[]C[}CC{ Ry L LU=t o - -

Man, as we haro Tren told, is a craaiure of infiaite resource. A
prime exampie, which [ iiscussed severcs iasues Vack Lg the Hual Sabo—
teurs. For you newer rsalers, thre Sahoteurs ‘are a gm'm of Huglichmen anslt o*a‘r:':.y
opposed to the fox hunt, ZILasi year,  thelr efforts. sc enraged thae hunters ihai the
patricians ran down the Saboteurs wlth their horses. This year, hawever, was a
- ' L\
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rorse cf a differert odlor.
Showing the versistance and fight
expected of Britons in desp—
erate times; the Saboteours are
going tn fight again., "Thls
time anaounces their pres-
ident, Mihe anti~-Hunt gang is
golng tu 1jde myicrzysles. In
the words «i the leadex of
thess ds?! catec fighters, "This
will ‘on2nis vs ‘to keep uvp with
the fox huaters and will alse
erpate ahaslubte chass on the
kuntipg fiekds ¥ We saiute

‘you. Hur%  Sehotours, and watdh

out for stampsedling berses,

Deot. for Fred.Patten and Bruce
elz

It

As I'm-surs you all krow,
besides their jobs a8 0.Eis
of apas; Bivcs and Frad are
librarisns ia: thelr spare

- time. Word has come %o me of

a littie Jlbrary 1in a 1little-c

. Southwestorm town,

The library began in a
shack aind ucsod materials of an

outhecuse to set up the shelving., Although some people might say tha® that is nor-
mal, since a2ll libraries are full of —~er; 2h fecal matter, I think thai it way

be the first time 1% was literally tiue.

Tooks were the castoifs ¢t other 1id-

raries and junkyards. Today- thraugh the dilligent efforts of its fovundsr, the 1
little 1library is a little library chrvggling for existance iun ap abandcied

traln station in a rich comminity,

g
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Just goes to shew you whail kind of bruirs
that Horatici: Alger persoz hads; eh Fred?

zf’“'“‘\4§:§§:::;
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LEN BAILES

DOWN WITH THE PRST OFFICE

I gritted my teeth, Slowly, I dismounted my bicycle and war-
ily approached the building. Posted on an adjoinirg brick wall
was a sign which eheerily proclaimed that it was the UNITED STATES
PCST OFFICE~ SHAMROCK BRANCH, Mailing things at the Charlctte
Post nffice is a fascinating adventure, you never know what's go—
ing to happeh.

As I entered with my sultcase full of packages of apazines I
rehearsed a familiar speech under my breath, "Yes, you ses, I am
a member of an amatuer press association, simllar in operatisn te
the National Amsteur Press Associatlon., The magazines enclosed 1n
this package éontaln book reviews and literary criticism, it really
IS educational material.," This speech works about 50% ~f the time,
and the other half I can always try a different branch office.
Putting on my most friendly and innncent expression I presented
the parcols for welghing, . My heart leaped as I saw her begin to
mark down the fourth class rate, but then I: made my mistake,

"How long do ynu think it will take these. to, reach England, "

I asked. The celor slowly drained out of the sweet .little »ld

- ladys(even onto Bruce Pelz's sweet little old lady)af-BELA) face.

England! Oh dear," She looked at me suspiciously. I'm
not really sure she had ever heard of England tefore. *I'm afrald
that Educational Rates apply only to domestic postage," she cont-
inued,? I sighed, you can't win them all.

"A11 right, then send it third class,”

¥I'm afraid I'll have to ccnsult the manual for this," I
felt a lump of panic rise 4n my throat. Slowly she leafed through
a beok as blg as Webster!s wnabridged. "First Class rates to Eng-
land are 904 for the first tws pounds and 30¢ for each additional
pound, that!'ll run to $2.'

"Urki But ma'am,® I seld pleadingly, "I don't want to send this
third class,.it'!s a parcel.”

KThesa are the snly rates I have ligted," She began to glare
closely at me, "Say, what's in that package?® From her lcok, I
knew she had come to the conclusion that I 'was a Communist subvers
sive, I resolved to try again siowly.

"These are educational magazines. I get similar bundles
from England on many occasions, There is never more than a
one or two shilling stamp on them; that is foarty cents American
money, "

"We~oll, that's different, " They run thelr post office differ-

_ently you kuow, '

"We are the richest nation in the world., Why can't we send
parcels third class like they do. I can't see why our post office



haga to chargg threo timea as much as theirs does,” I was beginning to to get
slightly hyster.l.cal at 'ahis poiat,

. HMaybp that's, 'why welre the richegt natirn nn Ea:rbh. Here, " ghe sald as she
tossed me the 25 pound manual,"df you cen find a cheaper .rate then show me." I
decided that it wash't worth thumbing through a few thousend Pages fory, so I geve
in, hut thia was only the 'beginning. oL iy oL

. . r'ﬁ (sr

"Now.“ ghe said:. you have to make out a mmucms d.eo]e.rpx:,m,," She” 'or"idvced
four forms to be filled out in triplicate., When I had finlvhedshe statped them to
the envelope end tied a teg around 1%, Severa.‘l of, the que,m’stpn.s gave m¢ peusd. JFor
-eoxgmple, whet was I geing to declave as the valnve "of the thing.-. Thirkdpg fast. and
nowing that OMPA's AE wouldn't enjoy paylng luport. taxss I sa.lé. apthirg, which was
Prebably the truth, 4f it must be sald, You mugb rea.liza .ma,.. I ®an be; very thdck
headed if 1[ want tos I hadn't hed enough. s I cuutinued.., Bl

. Lt g

"liow :la 1% that noné of- “bhe packages I get :l.’;'em Ex::g.a.nd,»L ev;m- ha,vg\these whatche~

maeal‘.lits on them,* This produced an extremely ff@sty ;Look“ rhil e

"For el I knows" she sald, ¥this package aguld. 'be_ .b@,m':). We‘ve had sore
trouble réeéntly with penple sending bombs to O\A'ba." S’he Sared at me agalt, The
mdre she“locked at the packsge the more suspiclous, she, g@}'.. I goess (harlotteans
aren't q.sed to mell going any pla.ce hut Hpg Graek.

ﬂ:ive ﬁnishea. with the triplicate foms:“ I saida. z-eaﬂcr tn lpave. .
RN ~ "ghy I'm sorrys, but the poat office is elosing

e now, Youfll heve to btring. yous pareel back ter
Ve morrew, ' Fortungfely,-befigre I-had time to say
Ket 7 enything one of .the othex; alegiks teok plty an me
S - and vhisked my package Anto the mall happeT. -

N TS " By ghod, next’ tim. L 1Y eend o puby and guess
}.1,' ; Whare?

/ N\

} L N : - "S GOT THER WPP%DGON?
'!{ R L '.I'd. :m;’l"y l.ke an angwer to that
Y N A questinn, The ilabdest infzamaticn I posses
f o ‘ ps indicetes that, (loveland is aboplubely
v /% and posttively gut of the mumning, Tuls

A it would esem ter leave Detyelt onlys. bub.

’ from. What T've gathersd, they toas have
ahelved thelr ¥id,' T hope that if po ene else

... 48 willing to Bid fox the t66 -epn that Dotrvit

7 will cems ou%; egain with entbmaiesm, I think

G .. that most of the spathy of late over the worlicon

' ‘ Y. bide has beexn., uangerl{by the retation plan. Maybe
¢

L0

back when all those rivel alties were willing to
/. . . eut esch othepls: thypats over the thing 1t was a .
“"REG ' véluible restralnts. ut today, I don't see why .
Loy 42 'Afs resldy necepsayve.. It seems a shame thab when
P ' theye aré three Fastern clties ready and eagen %
/ put on cenventions that ohly one will be alloweds.
ar.d the: next. amhgm.ty won't be untn 1970,

. »i-‘l:-...‘}'; et FEPRERCI

v 3'sn wtdd Lhotow male
N} ‘.'.)11.! bh.._.;.g £ At

. . e -
rousin NIV nen YD I
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As far as the convention in 1967 goes, I'm solidly behind New York, Scme of you
may have a few qualms about N.Y. because &f what happened in 1956, but ¢f ccurse,
this i1s impossible for the next Nycon. The thingz which cauesed the tirnoil was
that all the rival groups in NY cried to stage a con enssuble ‘et time, Thiyg time
ths con will be put on by one greup only, The Fanuclasis. Giher J¥Sen ars welcome
to attend, but the woncommittee wlll be all-Fanoclast (srd #ISTFA, wkich 1s mersl
the Fanoclasts en alternate Fridays) The Fanoclasts are favziue feny ani, in ny
cpinion, trufen, Glve them a chance and they’ll put on o ruei rore faxuiskly orlen-
tedqn For further info on New York in '67, contact Dave Von Aamen.

Back to the original question though, why showld the c¢ther two Fastarn grow@s
be denied, if nobody else wante to., I'm sura thai Syrecuse sud Balhimdie 2re also
capable of puttling on acceptabdls conventiens, If Dotroit zeaily deesn't waubt ths
66 con why shouldn't Syracuse, which dres want 1t, get 1%t, And why not giva
Baltimore a crack in !69, (0f course, Los Angeies wlll get ihe bid in 1068, If
one of the midwestern cities wants the bid in '€9, 1ét's mel:s them,wurk to gst 1t.
No city will pnt on as good a Convention knowing that 44 HAS ty, as 0ae whizh wants
to and has fought for tae privilege. Who knews, Chicago or Seattls may want to
give Los Angdles and New York respectively a run for thelr money during the appropri-
ate years. :

The argument that the local fringe fans whe shew up could sway the vote 1s a
lot of bolony. No city in 1ts right mind would bld for the crn two years in a rows.
and at the next con there’ll be a new set of locallites, If the idesa stiil bothers
some people; then why not allow non-attending members to vote, in the manner being
discussed currently in re choosing tle cite at Loncon, only pertarentiy. Something
iad better be done, or in 1966 we may find that we have no Warldecn at all, but
Just a series of nen~cons scattered across the country, A set hack lLiks that could
wreck the Worldcon tradition, and would probably result in mass ccnfusion for at
least a year or two. We are already approaching dangerously near to the pcint
waere reglonal cons replace the Worldcons. There will be more during 1965 than
ever before, ¥e're lucky for '66, in that if Detrelt doeen't bid, Syracuse is
willing, and there is authnrity to break the rotation plan in emergencies, But
next time, there may be no such luck., Suppose London had pulled out of the bidding
at Pacificon, While the WSFS is empcwered to break the rotation in such cawe, thare
weuld-have been nobody ready to 111 the gaps We'd better do something anyway: or
the large fangroups may eventfislly declde that they just don't want to go to all
the trouble of a worldeon,

RETURN OF THE NATIVEc

As Arnie mentioned in hig editorial, I had the honor te be his houseguest
for a week in Avgust, Actually 1t was a very interesting week. Wheh Arnle wasn't
moaning or epinnlng around on barstools mpre likely than not we wsre in the sudbway,
I think we spent more time on the subway then we dld vany piace else, The rcassn
vas a mixup with the Pase Paper Coumpany, which sells that sidiculously ehesp paper
that most NYfen use,  First, wo got so involved in drokstell hamniing in the Village
tnat the thing ¢losed down hefore we could  get there, and then we got seme paper
which was uducable because of the showthrough. Fortunately Arnje managsd t¢ return
most of 1t, but we were both stuck with a ream, Tha hlghlight of the whole trip
for me was a night in Ted White's basemsnt reading through old fanzines which weie
being filed by Xlich brewn and Mike McInerny. Te be honest, I still have trouble
conceiving that there-are that many fanzines in existence, and when you thick that
there are people ‘who Have read them all.,... W&LL, that's Just too much, Niw: “hat
my sznse ¢f wonder hac-been aroused I think we had better move »n to the rest of
the issue, as there's no telling what I'd say ).f therevwas: any space left oga this
page.
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DAN N THE MCUTH

by JOIN BERRY

I think in this medern world, with so much pace in 1life. *hat I should have
some sgrt of trophy to celebrate the fact that with forty ver»s »f age a matter of
maonths away I still have most of my teeth, Although I mus% i.destly poirt out, if
it hasn't struck you already, that this is a sure sign that 7'.e always be:=n clean-
living, it isyI feely a further indication that if you slow vima down anu let it be
your servant, a dashing set of tombstone-like mola®s is ohly an outwards irdication
of the utter serenity of mind and body,

_ . Just one tooth was giving me hell, a furitwe little blighver top left. One
day, whilst masticating a piece of treacle toffee I.had selzed off ny daughier on
her way to Sunday School, it became a hard gooey mess in the corner of my mouth., 7
1 stopped, and pried a questing finger into my mouth and pulled violently. The
- lump of hard-setting toffee cracked away, and I held it in my hand, surprised in-
~ deed to see half a wisdom tooth embedded in it, It tepk me just five minutes to
get the blasted toffee offamy fingers, and I steod there, shocked at this sudden
permanent damage to my'highl:~prized gnashers. True, the damage couldn't be seen,
but my tongue carried out a quick survey and-I lmew the worst. The remains of that
tooth would have to go. I put off the terrible day, and eventually forgot all about
it, until just the other day a sudden terrible shaft of paln nearly blew my ear off.
My left ear. The pain also spread down my Jaw, and the centre of gravity of this
horrible anguish was the broken tooth,

I'm nrt really a man of actlion, but I do have my moments, In between aspirins,
‘ ; wI-dscidedol'd have fto tate the fatal L .
oy gkgps @ trip to-the dentlgt for am extrde-
. ttep., I woulgn't go so far as to say
I am scared of ‘the dentist, and I wouldn't
want you to think I'm easlly led by atmos-
phere, but the moment I pressed the buzzer
on hte frant doors the pain miraculously
abated, It's probably happened to all of
you at some time or another, Usually be-
foyre you've pressed the bell. I'm Just
that little bit tqugher, and I'd actuelly
depressed the bell before the pain stopped.
I swivelled on my heels, but I wasn't fast
enough. The irqn grip on my lapels wasn't
relaxed until I'd been introduced to the
receptiohist. I explained volouably that
. the toothache had gane, but this frustrated
virgin-type was probably on.a’ commissione
"I was ejected frem the house with a: little
~printed docket which reminded me that in
five days time I was going te get the- cof-
‘fending toqth-whipped put.

EXCALIBUR 9



Five days away, when it's five days away,
always seems a long time., Of course, immediate-
Ly I'd left the dentists house, the pain crept
back. I knew that if I'd gone back the dentist
would have pulled the tonth immediately, but
I felt that I'd been officially given five days

grace, and it was up to me ton take advantage
¢t it.

For four nights I soothed myself to sleep :
with a whiskey rinse. It was suppcsed to =1/
ve an 'old wives tale',..one of those things
which everyone says works but which no one
hasg ever tried, and which, secretly, everyone
knows dcesn't work, This did, aithough it
could have been my refinemert of technique,

I tock a mouthful ¢f raw whiskey; tippez my
head on one cide and let it lie in the righ%
corner of my mhuin, After about three minuiss
it was warm, and I tipped my head over to tns
left, and let the alcohol werm its way *owards
the pain—-wracked asxves of thls ruiasda tooth,
:fter five momenis, the tooth became numb,
wn foct, to be truthful, my whele mouth be-
cene numb, My teeth felt as though they é;%%{a;zé~;ﬂ
were loose in their gums, and my nnstrils
gtarisd to twitch like a jack rabbit! Fin-

2lly, I swallowed the whnle mess of salivated
whlskey, A warm glow enveloped my Whele body, and as I snuggled down into the
sheets I felt like singing. In fact, the nelghbours complained twice that I ac-
tually dld sing several choruses of 'Nellie Dean' in the eazly hours of the
morning, ., .

I don't want to dwell too much over the actual extraction. It was only cost-
ing me $3 (the National Health Service, you knnw) and the map knew his joh. I
felt he shouldn't have tested the cocaine injection apparatus iz fiv.pi % my eyess
and the needle did lcnk and feel a mite blunt, There was no need; Y theught, foz
him to wipe his forehead cu my clean white pocket handlkerchief; bal as hie had both
knees on my chest at the time and I was hanging on %o tbe chandelier perhaps us
had no reasonable alternative, I.admired his professicral stances as he staod in
front of his tool chest, ' fest braced wide apart, cr*“fu‘1y ee‘srtiup yot engiheir
pair of pincers, and the cool way ke dusied big Tinal setecting, as though ha
hadn't used it for years. Yes, he said.my Youtn troublgd him,: He gaid 1% was shut—
born, Yet finally he trlumphed He took his héad out of my mouth and waved {nis
. 80Ty, red. thlng in front of me, triumphant. = .. . .o 5

'I discovered that the dull black hole ‘where the toath wag,stiil ached; and
“that warmed raw whiskey is a wonderful tonic for easing the poln. 411 shet s left
is a scar, and yet I still ‘suffer sympathetic palns. ., susprising how dust. a little .
tot eases tha’ t00seeeye2heeeeyeales.s "There's an old mill by the, ez St recerammmLat
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We were settled down for a quiet evening in tha tig %riple rocm on
the second floor of the Ffmega Omega Omega hcuse., Elksner Eawkins was bat—
tling brew from the still in his clcset and whistling "Sou-wood Mpuntain,
I was copying Finnish case endings from my grammar to a three-by-five card.
Arglan Mustafa ibn-Aziz al~Sulati, our new Aradic pledge, was sprawled on
my bed eating an orange, eyeing our pin-ups, leafing thiough the current
Hew Yorker, and asking questions about the traditions of the frat, - The
third ¢ccupant of the triple, Anatole Ghung. was out on a date.

- HYou®ll like Oh Oh Oh, " I sa.id. “We make a. special effort to callect
unuguel people.t ... - aulav X :
5 “mAnd em I claasified as unusnal?ﬂ- Arelan a.sked AR
* Mlagl; I should, reckon so.“ ‘ba.td. Elky.: "1}\.e the, oidest on of a Bultan...

-':r‘ .
< iry 2

_ *fhat does 'reckon! mean?® Arslan asked NI e dffEYa thé.t my'lmowledge
'°f Engliahoen $80asamn oy e ST

b e

ey EUp PO N E MO N <l

#It's 2. colloquial term,l I explained in Arabic.‘ "?Re%kon!'meang
te\rppmse' oY 'eetimate‘ SO 2 uilv os o SR e 10 Fr on

AN
CaLpr

4 SR S R

"How 18 1t that you 'k:now Arabic?" he asked. surpriaed. '_ L

"Foreign languages is my field of study.'l T replied "This year 1' tald.ng
Finnieh. Dutchy and-Japanese, ' N L LBtpey s . YL e

AR R A .7 R

¥Hey, let me in on the convarsa’cion," mky protested R i ,'.' r
"oh Ah Nh is the llvellest frat on: campue," I went ¢n in Engi.ish, 2 "Lesﬁ year
we wenl serenading with a wteam calliope-¥ brief pause whilé ‘I explained what a
steam calliope is %~ and the next spring we left en ostrich on the rsef of the Hall
of Languages, Year before tha.t we put a harmless green dye into the toewn water
supply, * o Tt o S : 1

T

YPell him sbout the time Sullivan han;gea' himself; ¥ Ty suggested.v

¥A fake suicidey® I explained. "Eamehameha Sullivan rooms across the hall.
He!'s from Hawali, "

"So you see that Oh Oh Oh is a lively bunch,® sald Elky. "Too bad Anatolée is
out now. I don't believe you've met him. His father is a Chinese druggist in San
Francisco, and his mother is a Breten fertune teller, We think his grandfather was
a leprechsun," Another peuse while I explalned what a leprechaun is supposed %o be,

"here is he now?" Arslan asked.
EXGALIBUR1L »



tout on a date, ¥ I answered, "But he shnuld. .. " . _ s B
MOOO-AWP{!! The bleat of a foghorn shcok the house.
*What in Allah's name..." Arslan exclaimed in Arabic,

Miust be Anatole,® I sald,

KOOO-AWPS 2!

1Gond for him!® Elky saigd,

MO00-AWPIIY o [ bekin wieh
Well, I'].EL_,~ ble _damned,‘ nI exclaimed.‘ '

"Yes, you I;fei\ably will he, " saiél’ Elky."

i"What was that nolse?" Arslan aiked.

1

There!s a foghorn down 1in the entry. LI | eq»lained "1t werks from a buLtton
in the wall, lhenever a fellow comes ‘back from a date, he pushes the button it he
was able to...1 ‘

"phal" exclaimed Arslan. "Npw there is an ingenious idea. I see that ysu
Americans have well earned the rputatien ‘you-have In Arabla for being. both. clever
and~ abd- hew de ysu say 1t in English?H -

I took an Arablc-Engllish dlctienary frem my bnokshel £
and flung it intn hisg 1ap. After a brief sedrch he camse up
with 'concuplscent!, ! :

"Us cencupiscent!! Elky protested. "Hew meny wives
do you Ay-rabs usually have?" s 13 Hal iy T 7S
"I have none, " Arslan replied "'I had five ooncub-
ines, but I snld them when I left for America. i
o
"Does your father have a harem? " asked Elky.

"Naturally, ¥ he ‘said, "His four legal w1ves, and thip- :
ty or forty concubines." Y ¢

"And you call Americans coneupiscent,V Elky complained indignantly.

MThat 1g'different," Arslan replied ~¥In Arabla...": | . I .,

The door opened, and Anatole came in, His face Iglowedh slightly, but he looked
a 1little weak in the knees.® H& flung off hie apat and shirt, -and sprawled on his
bed. A 1livid set of fingernail marks were imprinted upon his back.

NEvening, every’body," he greeted us.

) 2408, & 21 - J\. P :__., - .“ . . .
: £ , ol i
"Evening, ¥ I roturned, "We were just discussing cnncupiscence.

-
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"A quality I have very little of right now," Anavole sald. He got up, took a
cone of incense from a box on his dresser, set it before his small bronze Buddha,
and 1it ity He then sat c®oas-legged on the carpet and began tw stare fixedly at
his navadl, RO e s ot S bl Vi s T

5 bk T & & 1 Ti "y .
ez arid Jdlondn AT gy | SN
A i . e AL T SR LR Tl e

"Not that again!" Elky and T groamedy:-< i7#7 @missiio O FLTL L Leal ad fe
"You materialistic Westerners!" he complained, looking up. "If you refuse to
admit the values of moderation and contemplation...f

"Who's materialistie?? Elky asked, "MY whole family aremembers in good standing
of the Hog River Hatdshell Baptist Church ¢f Hog Rivers; Tennessee, and I,.."

"Phat doesn't keep ypur folks from feuding and moonshining does 1t3H I retorted.
"If you'd wake up and lopk at the matter reasnnably, you'd seon see that this thing
you call Ged does not exist." :

"You need to meditate on these matters," said Anatole, "Ohly by the mystid pro—
cess of revelation..l" 4

"Yau dop't need, any mystic: process fvsaid Elky. . ""I’I}e '.enxilstencé.l' l._'f,Go_d~ is ap :
plain as %he hosegn your. fage, " ;1 ,o3nb © @7 }: s RSO S I i

"Excuse us, will yeu, Arslani" I said. fthis sdrt o{ thing goes.on here all:.
the time, Anatele. ig a mystieplmosbly’BuddhisH Eiky‘ 1s & Christiaq Fundamental~ . . i
ist, and I an ,Aﬁl}eiat“ wet sidens at nron ey X : ' g 4l wen 0 5

¢ &
po2sie d fran el 2 4
Y 4~ 1 B e AUATRE -

¥That!s quite all right,¥ Arslan laughed, 'However, " ta,nd hli’s Folce arew: morw
serious, Ythe warning of Allsh as& givem¥n $he- Hioly ’Kﬁ‘rah 13 .tya.‘l.ter c.leaz:, and 14 s
vould be best if all men ‘book note efi Aty 4018 RSy Nganan Eaunan

HYHoly Buddha, annther one.t' exclaimed Anatele. "You'll fit apite: well. Inpecws 1"
Oh Oh Oh, But seriqusly, this belief-in h6ly books tHat Gﬁrietiqns ;and rMpelems -3l
have 1s ridiculous." ¥lky and Arslan bristled; I beamed, ¥One only needs to cen-
template the 1nf1nite, and .the truth will dbe revea.ledﬁ Only 1:Qz:;ou*».gh the mystican

peace of the Lord mddha Ccan .one know-tHe’ ‘tn{‘éh 3% ni S teacfﬁngs. 1.1 akso bx‘jstIed, b5 EE R

v TN

"This may seem very well te you now,? said Elky. MBut, there.ls no place:fer=® et
contemplation in Hell, and Hell is your certath festination unless you accapt Jeeus
christ as your saviocumw and follow his teachinga. s e et e off LIRSt

o . R ¢ 4O R G agidgegen Goaas e

Arglen and I both attempted loud protests.

. -

)

YEventually, * Flky went.on; fyeu will®lknew the’ trith‘ef what I'm talld.ng a'bouto
if you continue te live sinfully, After you die. you'll be"‘:i" A4S ¢ .

LS

"Devoting etemity to peace and meditation, 2 interrupted Anatele, .. R
-?-rl .L \ 5 L : - i 4

"EnJoyin,g the plea.mres of ;pa.ra.dise, 'Ar'éla:n ccrun%eredf IR N PR ey SRS T S

"Welll simply be dead, v I finiahed l'liead without any lmowledge of-being .
dead, Just dead. ™

M s L e )
We sat’and glared at ane gnother. Then:siiddenly; weé'all broke into laughter.
EXCALIBUR 13 o

4 2 fim e v o


thing.goes.cn

MWould ynu be interested ih testing your bellefs?" Anatole asked,
Now haw would you test something like that?" I retorted.

"I happen to have in my dresser drawer a small quantity of a very interesting
drug, ! he replied. "I got:it in dad’s ship, When turned and inhaled, it 1s sup—
posed tc give one the sensation of being dead. You see what life after death is
really like, It!s very rare, and I've never used it, but it sheuld be interesting
to try. A4t least you'al all see that eternity is tn he devoted to contemplatian
and pot to your hedonistic heavens, horrible hells, and hepeless darlmesses,”

®I've heard of this drug," sald Arslan, "It!s called 'the hashish ef the
lesser death!, It is said te show men a foretaste of the delights of paradise."

"Let me get this stralght," I spid, MIf you sniff this stuff, yeu are supposed
to pass eut and live whatever kind of afterlife you are going to have. Then you
come back te life, ¥

"Correct, * sald Arslan, . "And:@you unbelievers should be warned that in Hell
there .isthe ¢rushing fire, . a.nd. mothing to drink but 'bo‘iling water and- " he thumbed :
through . the dictionazy again "-—pus" sl } _ _ B gune omy BV A0, RERC

_ "Better take @ cake of ice witthou, then, i said Elk'y. Arsla_n*l's; no_'sti'i_is'._ dl e
tﬁnﬁbd slightly. éﬁ'd he ‘glared at Elky S '. P i B

"W&l-h Tetts try it, " said Anatole. searching;.through & drewer. ‘ "This method.;..;f:
smacks too much of scientific materialidmybut it looks 1ike the only Way by wh:.ch
you will-@me: tha trith, Ah, here it is." : gl ¥ s
" b odianiiin ol ] . 3
He took out a gmall, unlabeled envelope, and opened it. Bemoving the" cone
of incense-from'the Buddha's lapy he shuok a black powder out of the envelope on te*

the burner and 1it 1t. T L ST i A e

(%1
x 5 44T ¢ - * = - .

flow you!ll see,® Krsle.n said,

A shimmering haze filled the rooms and a
heavy sweet odor rose frem the powder. - Grad~ il s s AR el
uvally the rosm went dark, and we all passed 5T

out,
46 e e oie e afe e e e dp

I returned to consclousness to find
Anatole shaking me, Arslan and Elky were also
stirring slowly, ; O

i "Do you see now?" Anatole asked, his &
voice echoing hollcwly. "Da you see the 15 :
wonder of it?" oL

"Wonder of what?" I muttered.
"How long have I been out?"

A1l eternity spread cut
EXGQALIBUR 14



11ke a Baipet. " -he exttusd 'brsathleasly. : o mystie tindoh with all things, to
meditats. to see the fabe of-? his voioe sank the Iaord .'Bhddha.'

Hate you kddingti 1 demanded. im I ltnow is that I‘ve ‘been unconscious
about i‘ortahﬂve minutes by ny wa'l'voh.ﬁ Ty B ‘ s

:By nom mky was:. sitﬂng up aﬂd gmsnmg. Her preased ‘oo*t«h hand.s to his hea.d'
then tore off his ahi:‘t, ltasped.l te the wmdom and: bresthe& heaﬁly* of the: conl D
nightair.A : . : /‘ L

"Hhs.t's the ma.tter w:lth evemne?'f I asked. ' ]
u ﬂnay’ 1n the. moming}" mky axolainsds "Am I glad thst's over.!l'
b e areSihal: hﬂppaned. to you?" T asked,

"m’ !!'-'*'! 2OVERIT : : ‘

81 was standing 1n a8 1ong line"’ be gasped. "B‘inally I get tb a fellow d.ressed.
in white, whe has & blg Book and a pailr of gcales; He reads out of the book, and
tossdsnthdoge-inta shevacalegs - He put.in the time I chot.Caledb Sléen; g-feudint,
Herpuli+in- thatsNeW, Yead! - Eve warty boekshamndy.fout .yeare. ago. He put in a few - ..
bundlint parties, and that time I walked up the myat:tin With Peggy : Qpntrys. -and. the:
erdd notes I used on last year!s acon final, He put in a few other things, on dboth

- sldes, ;and. $he Yegnippinted: way-dowhy , _.a‘han. ovpholkedepe wp - and-threw. mey . : Thene—1
RN i) In i\bjs...l. off burpe o7l ;t.,)I.[B f‘.:‘....,-u"

Flky blanched, and sank inte a cha:lr. I fortiﬁed him with a snort of moon-

shirio: fromthe bcgtr&e undemhias‘na&. S HPILI S TR T r..-n;;:--v" ed b e gl (JListM
o hgi-r o ¢ RS S S ,‘1-.-._.: shvadpm kot ey e Smwes e oalinos

L3 ¢ don't want to talk a'bsut :l*b.'ﬂ he ﬁnas,ly moansd. . \"I Jastrsdonﬁt want i td -

talk about 11-..

o £ ST S NI L CRRLE B E- SR

-t oPEeY: 'wha,t‘s #haapgened- %eu-'nelsnf ' I":aalmd. *!He%e atillnundera, R RN

I <

WIpy throwing wa‘ber on him, ¥ Anatole suggested.

LR R

Three glasses of water brought Arslan slugglshly to h:ls senses. ) “g' lehn ‘Ak'ba.r."

he mtterﬁd) then:‘ shouted, "mahu &-_3' FL N v J ot :’*' Jel f 5 ""' H g ',, o
o --'.t.‘ Aty cray e, e STTE e
'I:at's tha.t mean?ﬂ mlcv asked, R T O .»-:::c, el orrar s oeal 2Ll
¥God is grsa,t. LB 3 trsnsls,ted. e s

Arelen looked e.qut him. and finally ggtréh‘is~‘hesa‘$ngsa ~Be.then bogan:quoting

from the Kam. & \{ nlify ST wRlE B o s YT Ty wlnd
i ‘,‘ . l g _;_.
" 'And. the pebple o"f ‘the Tight. l;ana:-oha! kow happy shall be the people of ‘the

vight hend! amid tharﬁl&evsrp&mmem -apd HansWa treonelad-whth frik$s :endein eztending
shade, ‘ghd by flowing wateis, ind with abundent fruitsy wnfallings unfogbidden; -andy
on 16f¥y couchea, of a Fabe.! ‘oppation: .Heve we oreated the Hyuris, and we: haye: magde:
then ver virgins, dear S0 tha‘fr Wses. who 1ike them, shall not grow old. ™"

i PR e s 1
teghe ," e t fo ‘.“»'.n;;

i.a going an armmﬂ. hewé'!' I demanded.n; g =~-£ Tove T omnanal wol
:ln “‘-s‘o;"‘ conoludedinEnglish.

s

fd.

Rt ey

: S o : s bepiae vibstary .....r"
;Wnut didn‘t you see 11‘.1“ Ana.tolo mlored. #pidnit you all experience t .
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__A Defense of Homo ggg::;é ¥ By Len Balles :
The novel 0dd, John written by Olaf Stapledon was first published by E.P.

Dutten in 1936 in Great Britain, It is considered by many to be the definitive nov—
el 1llustrating ¥The Supermen.who walk among usl I will attempt te show that while
2 great degree of imagination and skill wexeput into the boek the authors peint is
questiennable, 1In the novel, Jehn is never proved to be.a "éuperman" in the way
Stapleden assumes and therefore, seme of the philesophy and the general overtone
of pessimigm which pervade in relatien te the fate of Homo Saplens are not valid,

We are told at the novel!s beglnning that John has a dellcate physique, and that
he is extremely fragile. He hag great difficulty learning how teo walk, and does
se fynally at the age of six, The mental state of this sc called superbeing is ex-
tremely unbalanced. John experiences great frustration and is driven to steal and
kill, Does an intelligent man feel the need to strike out agalnst animalsp Stap-
ledon asserts that John is related to a human being as a human being is to a monkey.
Assuming that John is a normal representative ef this race of "new supermen he
should feel no need to retaliate against humans, Later in the novel we find that
the "supermen" John ccllects can!'t even adjust tn a society which they themselves
desigm., Washingtenia Jong becomes mad and kills herself because of Jealousy. Stap-
ledon asserts that the downfall of the little celony of Homo Superior is due solely
to the corruption of the normal race, yet we find within the colony the seeds of
its own decay,

The author places a good deal of store in intultive proof. One af his major
plet glmmicks is the distinguishing characteristic he glves the supermen which
enables them to loek at events frem an eternal point of view...te view proceedings
on Farth as Ged might view them, and to see them as part of a pattern, ' Stapledon
describes this quality in great detall, whereas he refuses te descrite some of the
aspects of communication among the Superman. He refuses because suppesedlyy a normal
bhuman is incapable of cemprehending, ‘Mt Syapleden 1s udpable of comprehending the
eternal viewpoint, this is supported by his wivid picture of 1t, But if StaPISdnn
can comprehend it then obviously ather members of Homo Saplens are also, What'!s more
many great wrlters and philoscphers have derlved the amusement Stapledon describes
by watching the Human comedy., The eternal viewpaint possessed by John and his fal-
lows thereforeis not the exclusive preperty of the super race. It's possession does
not qualify ene as a member af such a .race, Jehn states that this is the spne fac~
tor whieh does enable’ him te dstermine telepathically whether there are othsrs of
his kind prerent, so Wwe'have a contradiction, The invalidatien ef thig ocomtrel is a
serious dlow ta Stapledqn‘a attemptéd proof af John's . supermanhosd.

H
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The author uses several nther hoary tricks in trying to establish Jchn's
superiority, Posseasing the ability to ccntrol the narraticn he plays at the
reader's unconscious thoughts, The supposedly narmal.narrator of the stery, to
whom John donfides his ptans is nicknamed Fido, and the examples of Hemo Sapiens
which Stepledsn uses are deliberately portrayed as strew men. Jechn's insight, cf
ccursey, has no difficulty demolishing them, but neither would that of most fans,
(Drew wha%ever conclusinn you want here) John is's fcil for many of Stapledon's
own opinions, In one place in the bask John delivers the  fellowing diatribe egainst
human philoscphy. =~ f’ ‘\

1

' MEhilosophy is an amazing tibsue oI Teaiﬂy finp think-
ing ‘and incredible puerile mﬂstakes. It's 1ike ene
nf these rubber bones!-- -they gi‘ve dogs to cﬁew. damned
gend for the mind's teeth,..but asﬂﬁandyunquﬁpod%hixﬂuL o
at all...I have no religious_expeziance yet: Jiaghe 7" A -
shall have it some day. Maybe there's really no such
thing, but I can see quite well that religicus eXper.

{ence” (propérly defined) 1s nn'evidence that the'suh -

gaes Ycund the ‘Barth and ‘nn ‘evidence that the universe
has ‘a purpnse, "such as fulfillment nf perSenallty.. =X
The howlers of" philosnphers ‘are’ m(stly ‘less obvious '

_ then these, but nf the same knagr ot ;

Lo TeCpas " ' - ’ Hi Sl

What Jehn' (or Stepledon) neglects to menﬁion'is that ‘the’ Ptolemn ¢ theory
wasn't stupid ar ridiculous per 80 Based on the data avallable at that time
it was & lrgical agsumptisn., ‘John sées it as & ﬁh 1nsnphical howler mefely ,
because he has 4 better technolégy and more data vailablé, ' Ne# was “the theory
created for: religous Teasons. Psychological subjectivgcation(new word? ) of data,r
cancels ftself cut. 'Oae mxght argye that ‘the thedty" perosed by Copernicus was
mptivated by dileke »f‘the Cathollc Crurch %t tha ‘score. It's true that Ance -
the technology had auvanoed people aid ”ppqse the Gopernican theory on the grounds
which John mentions, but the orlglnéi-philoszphy *nvoived in the Ptolemnic theory
ien't Inferisr as tn the thought processes “invelved. . As for JEhn's second point.
theré fsn't any Teason why fulfillment of persenality could nnt be considored a
loglcal subjeotive purpose far the Uhiverse. "And when the .purpose of the Uhiverse
is discussed, by deffnitinn it has to %e presented in subjective terms.

Y

—UAS 0Tl
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Stepledon had precnsunced leanings toward socialism, and extreme cynielsm
for the men of his day; but rather than attempt to explode by use nf reason.
the philosophies he 0pposed. he has John ecky hi's views. and’ tacitly assures
that because John 1is of the race of Homo Sugerior this gives the ‘views a greater
validi¥y,” F¥ ‘example, ‘Stapledon considérs psychiatrlc theory to be so much.
slush, “-Se' he’ has Jnhn take Wkt 4l 4 adEtrive agaant p'sychiatrist,; 'He ‘hag |
John descrih% K3 psychiatrist as one whn 8 Wingg_woqrt carry his big fleshy pedee—
trian mind, et els ' =ty
r""'""““"""Whema reaIly’wih fed cnEe cpmea aicngs pith- a1l sorts;; S
s onin Tl afibrauble QUS e net pividz hi'd wiigs ebrdise,’ SONLE R A
AT -’frlend [ﬁhﬁ‘psybﬁlatfisti/ hasn M’ The' éiightést perh o
- ception what'*i the matter, = He dhys I €fTwct; '“'Wings,
54 7 what's witigs? © Just’ fIEﬁﬂbod&e.‘Jiook at mine.’ ' G&t Tq Tl
ST treun vem atrephied: ag“quick as possibié B b yAur head - S,
“r0° s -4 4n the sand to ke ‘suYe, ! In fact’¥e putk'thE pat-~ Y ot
> “ient iato 'a sert-of toma:??“tﬁ %ﬁf&it”tf ft-lasts “he's.. " 7"

permanantly curéd Paor, mbhid s bnd! utter1y~ho%tﬁless?‘““‘ o
L ST AT B E 1&*‘ ta Torg DRISmEdE mloanPiisil Al weln .

' ¥

EXCALIBUR .17



i -r
fre e s s M T )

What the author- :ls trying to sa.v is tha.t the theories sidvanced by the psyclﬁc-
atrist d» not apply to the subject save te convinée him te ignere his proviefiss -
I feel this is an erroneous sasumption; Payéhiatrists tead to. be mnre. tolerat
6f devigtions frem the normsflian méet pecplei. end. their thedries dre developed -
through observation and deductive légic, They prévide & fdimly good mea.sﬁremﬁbﬁ
of fealfty as honestly as 1t can currently be assessed. It must be remembereds
however, that at the time of §dd Jehn's ~ writing there ‘Wwere numerous.ddssenting and
rather frl:v:ial dyguments going on in , 1n the fleld. Theory, hadntt éeveloped to the
extent 1% ig today. Some’ of -the autherts. critieism is therefore valid, What ¥
ob.ject to :I.s trying to glve it a'falge air of validity. by projecting &t out ef the
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worthless. ‘Later I'11 touch on some. of the,other attempts of the émhor to giva his
phi}asoyhy this hollow snpport. 3 Ce ,
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#2 in a series
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By ARNOLD KATZ

Everyone, I'm sure, has had experience that might be descri¥ed as traumatic,
However, I doubt that many have had one that lasted five years. The name of my
trauma was Hebwew Schoul, For five lcng years I wasted three afterncons a week
wrestling with the vagaries nf Hebrew as a written and spoken language. Actually,

the first year was Sunday schnol which I suppose doesn't really count., That still
leaves 4 fun filled years. :

The Hebrew sgcheol I attended brasted about 8 classroems which were built
right inte the synagogue. . I have alse thought of the elassropms as being bulls
in the ‘style.which might be called Mlate sweat shop". The roems were bullt below
grcurd le¥el, but since the celling was two stories high, it also had one story
above ground, This upper pertion had hunge windcws whish, by a technique no doubt
lost to the ages, never seemed to admit any light. It was always twilight in the

rooms;” the feeble lights just counter acting the darkness of late afternmocn-in the
middle of winter,

Right here I must admit that you have to give the school a little eredit. They
put thelr most presentable teachers in for the ‘two Aleph classes (four really,
there was a late sessien), Except for the fact that my teacher was named Miss
§Flephant snd fitted that name to a tee: nething much happened te me persenally :
that year. I guess I should mentinn the clique. All the kids on my blcek were the
same age, and with a lot of finagling by our parents, we all landed in the same
class, except Balles, who thpigh he lived on the block, Was nat a member of the
clique and so did not have the same class as we dfd. It was an interesting east
of characters to say the least, There was me, a blg fat kid; Harvey Seskind, a Yery
bright handsome kid; Gene Cohan, a handsome not so bright kidj Gil Cohen &lot
related) who was Harvey's best friend; Bruce Verdrager, my next door neighbor; and
Lols Dugow, a cute little girl whnm we were all medly in lcve with, We always Sa“
together, and provided a united front ageinst the hard times to come,

Next came Base (Baze) and my meating with the "atart® of uhis chapter of my

memeires, Mr, Leng. He was a shcrt thin man, and somehow I always pigture him in
an SS uniferm, Though he was, of course, Jewish, I think hé would have fitted

in well with Adolf and the boys. The first day he walked intn class and sald in a
cheery volce, "Shut up you f~~king bastardss® I had a feeling that t.was not going
- %o be a good year, Since I was but a kid of eleven or ten, Mr, Lang!s Engligh
voeabulary was a little advanced for me at first, but I soon learned all the niee
-New words he was willing te lavish on ocur tender minds,

;Bruce was always a treublesome kid. aad 1t was he wha firit ran afoul of Mr,
Lang.” “I w1l never forget the confused Jcck ou Bruce's face as lir, Lang threw
him on the floor, and methodically began tc klek his rlbs in. § personally thought
this was a little stiff for talking in class; but Mr. Lang just kept kicking him,
Bruce tried to get away: but to no avall. M. Leng kieoked him clear acrass the
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rorm, and threw the chair at him 5nst for good mea.sure..
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Voo VA T 1¥ was e pecullaﬁ#y of that particilar-Héfl elaas
. X k “'/' R mbm that it was rectangular. but: witl&:m extra. gxaxspace
AV Y B S ¢ thé, back, . Bmée "was consigned to 8 ptq.'gaifo;ryr'\

L ! 'M:r.,* ﬁang.@roeeeded ts abbas; thoq@ ‘:Bmga were ,
. $9 i, DO lénger in the class, Brude would jump up and dewn;

A > S1ed 4w lBL oTenke hig desky or keckle the teacher, but it was to
BAPTTRP of o6 avall, To Mr, Lang, the onl'y time Bruce existed was

wheu e;w:;s baa:t’ihg t‘he m i ,;ng _.--f“' ‘u.( —

. .jla‘ : &m uher intenesting bh.tng e.bont H I:ang was tha. "
eha never even :mgde an sttempt to teach us anybhing. we
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us and bark, "giddown ynu lousey basterds and start
eopylag page 186 in your gldder (prayer beok to yeu
y ‘_‘,-yem) We' did.n‘t learn. mch Eebrew that way, but he

' é gap%i‘vd.ty.- It was an ad.d.ed 11).81:11‘@ tha.t we even had
'é‘ e &‘Eﬁsﬂxe"for abont’al18 sheet;ngtebook. that was
eapp sed"&’é ~be'patd for Xy bhe: ridicrlously high kuitiom
bl $oibobl thendeit: siddete. .- W, ysed up. a,,'bout

‘ﬂé’i’e"béo“ﬁ“em%‘m b 20, end I now; wopdep, 1F MY,
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Tho bhing thot was really bad about that year was that the parents would not
believe what was going on in that class, They were all first or second generationn
Mld-Furppean Jews, and they automatically equated teacher with Macod! and falweg-e
Tightl. Mr. T.omo wa= =tepi, —ws 2. vhoii rimwc vr rererence. Gradually, due main-
ly to the incontropvertalble evidence of tie prints all over Bruce Verdrager, they
began tn belleve, Right away, there was a parents committee on Mr, Lang, and we
rejolced in the knowledge that Lang would not be around next year, (f course, at
the rate he was going, there were derfous doubts about whether we would last that
J..Ungo

Cur finest hnur came at the end of that year, when, almnst on the last day of
schooly Lang Got His, We were cepyizg page 186 as usuzl, when a kid named Jeff Ber-
lient went vp to Lang tn ask hin scuethiuvg, I didn't konw what he sald; but Lang
sent him back to his seat. A mlaute or so later; he was buck agzin, asking bis quees~
tlon, Again Lang sent him back %o nls seat. After a litile whills, Jeff went up to
him and said in a trezbling voice: Wiir, Lsgy I~I bllllaagashtht.# Le cried as he
vomlted in his face. It did my hear! good to see Lang stand there with a sick look
on his face and a huge pooi ¢f vnmii at his feet.

Mr, Lang was: of course digmissed after the schrol year, “ut ncews nf him came
back to me a year er so iater, It scums he had beceme a camy Gonseler, and his big
thrill was pushiug nov-swimmers off the deep end of the cawp pori. Grod old Kang,
he never changed from his lovable self,

I must admit that that year established a phoblda towards Eebrew Schutl for
me, As soon as [ finished my four y:ar <ourss, I set ebout forgetting what little
I had been tanght, Since: as I said, thers was little 3f anything, worth remembering,
I have forgntten al) the Hebrew I learned excopt my nzme which 1s- 1s wait, I'1l ©
think Of itoo»pootaeeo.

SR ek N kL M sk sk h el ke S ok S sk e, R N K N R kK K
DEMONSTRATED ETERNJILIY {eontinund from page i9)

vast peace ¢f all oternity and Zafintiy?#

*I'm going to ment my ways. ¥ vowed Fikv., YRight now! -4 be pralsed that I
saw what might happen otherwiso,

"What a womani® said Arslan, Mirat a placalt

"Now just a minutel" I empnetul:beds fhve pov all tiyisg to tell me that you
saw shings while you wsre unconicicust !

x ~

#Ilve pever teer morse consat.ns iy my lifler ™ sald Anabe..s.
¥ife neither. R ¢ald E Ly,

1Didn't you unhaiievers all erverierss the enizhlng flraf *ozakel pLroslane
"Now hold on here, ILet's get thala chirriyghit onca ard Tor allo,.

8ur argument continued uvntil dawi,
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1.3 1,'.1_-_;- ot X : . X
: WeRl, here's the ghast of s chos me‘\ty 1e+'ba'z'cc'l - Arnie arA I were in such
a Eurry to put out the last lezus uha... we xorgot tn put ouz adlrewses ir the con-
~¢éhts ‘page. Aas a resulbt: therw axsn'i vETy meny 16‘“364.9 Faly time. - For the record,
I¥11 state agsin, Send letiers ox cormert fo Arw & “Pend fuctisms. articles, ol-
umns artwom: and bembs to we '.ue-, - P ~ S

R EE: * _‘:-,.. ) . : ‘-.‘ ‘-“:.; ' .'- cj';'._vi,u.-

[N

garl wants everyone $o_bring f;liair_éogp_wga‘_t}}_e‘x;_,

E.E. EVERS TFort Gourdcn, Genrgla
"1 think it was pretty e¢thnic for the Cklahoma World ’s fair pavillion to. .
, bﬂng their omn tornaise, HKaybe next year all the ztatee w.13 pick this upge
Flortda can psovide a hurricsne, Alaska a blizzavd, Nevads a sand stowms. Ga.’!,ifomia
sgogy etc.. "islt the Fair, sample the Word's Y'aa*ha«’“ )

1
™ .

%The Road to Shafowlandt is Mess of 2 Tolkiun imitation +he.n i%a predeceaaora.
and a much better story. iIhe dialogsie sounds & lob move ra..u:aa when you're not
trying so hard to make it sound 7ingish; in Faei & lct of it suifers from the Yme.
Tarzen, you Jane'" gyndrome so much sword and worcéry dialogwe falls into, The :
action is good end the siory hangs together pretty well. Let's see more. s

JOHN BOSTON 816 South mrst Steet, Mayfield. Kentucky uacss

Even better than your Mercurien Diplomacy would be an After—-A"omi gaddon Diplo-
macy, with dozens of feudal states and freeholds, mutante distributed more of less
at random (High man gets the telepa.th. no doubt), m.vsterious pools of radiation to
'be mided. and the like... '

N&ce ook reviews, but slanted a little too heavidy toward sword—and—aorcery.

" What I weuld like to see is more reviews of non-sf books of interest to fans, if that
ian't a contradiction in terms; things that I might never hear of i1f soms obliging
roviewer didn't call them to my attention. And then there are some sclence fiction
booke which for some reason have been completely forgotten, apparsntly. although
they surpess much of the more famous science fictlon.... For instance: Edger Pang-
born's VWest of the Sun...It turned out o be excellent; it's ore cf the best novels
I've ever resd in the sf field. But...ho paperback edition, nc nothing after the
hardcover publication and SF Book Club edition in 1953, (Meenwhile, back at the
peperbacks, three truckloads of Burroughs have Just come off -the press)
£ It does seem like the best sf never gets into the paperbacks, but ‘slowly this
trend is breaking dow, Formeriy, meinly the magazine serials and originals @spec~
ielly written for the purpose had a monepoly on the pbs, but now, Ace, Pyramid and a
Few others are beglnning td& xeprint some good hardback sf, -
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Eince Bob Taft wasn't glven a chance, they gaye'him the 0ld rmnaround, we probahly --
~ave t¢ settle fer Barry, Strictly a second rater of ranrea ...

soThere 18 Bvmobhdng paouliar ~hent this fanzine of yours., I'm not sure I
>an put it into words (not even sure that "I wven zigire it out to my own satisfac—
tion). Kk bes sqmething to do with two edltors, and BOTH of them coming across
vividly; as interesting perscnalities, This is wniike so mary fanziues with more
;han ore editor, where only one personality shows, Just ca’l you the Schizo Kids,

guess,

It has something to do with npt belng afraid to use CGiffz1awi Yrrss ¢f materiel,
not a slavish imitation of a Yandrn, like so many seem teo concillszr Yhe very epltome
cf faneditine, {{ Er,.You all reslize that the color of the rasci this time is Jjust
a coincidencen,—honest—.LB3} At times you are neoish, on a coaxid:ratiy higher level
of neoism of course, but since when is that bad? More enthusiesuznm fo:z one thing., You
get the impression that this whole thing is done for mptives #f hasing fun, rather
than those of literary excellence. Not that the best of them have a great deal of
excellence, whatever the editors may so fondly consider them, Simple fru is a much
better motive to try for,

Maybe 1t's because you put some effort into editing, That certalnly 1s re-
freshing after being plagued by the vast majority »f the neweemers %o the fannigh
prints. Most of them-either don't know what the word means, oT can't do it if
they dpcknow, No matter what, you got something 4 bit different going for you here..*

Harry dives into_his native tongue

—— i = o — — — ——

HARRY WARNER U423 Summit Ave, Hagerstown, Maryland, 21740

Apologles for the slow response to Excalibur, I am becoming an: adopted son
of German fandom, as one of the few English-speaking fans capable of reading .their
language, and my efforts to keep up with the German fanzines are pitiful ‘and ent=
irely too hectic to recourt. So I read German fanzines until the pile of English-
language publications grpws tall and yellowish, then I dive into my native tomngue
again and try pot to notlce how the German publications are accumlatirg. The
German fans tend to put out large fanzines with few 1llustrations to speed the
process of getting from Zirst to last page,

One of those United Presbyterian commercials strikes me as quite effective, .
up to the moment when the music starts, It's the one in which A is trylng to
persuade B to ‘start gping to church gn Sundays, A finally tries to set a firm app-
ointment to go the Sunday after next, B laughs and says he never plans that far .
ahead and points out that the world might end by then, and A says, ¥ Yep, it could.”
The only way I can bear religion on the radio is .stripped to its essentials like
this: if you're a non-believer, it!s over and done with quickly, and if you're doubt-
ful or a religious persqn, I feel that such a message is more effective than a .
learned discourse on the various meanings of a Greek term in a hotly disputed verss
of Corinthians,- ' - s

I'm glad that you took a moderately tolerant viewpoint on the CBS purchase of
the Yanks, I'm not altogether happy about it, but I fail to.see why the baseball
press has been so violent in its attitude on the event. The Pirates belong to the
owner of a stable of race horses, the Orioles and the Cardinals are controlled by
breveries, and the Tigers have been clnsely linked with a radio—-television chain
owner,
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JOHN BERRY 3. Campbell Park Ave, Belmont, BELFAST U, No., Ireland

enol liks the latest'issue, of covrse, dbut I do feel that in your SAPS art-
icle you ccuil have mentiouned that I am President of SAPS...I am not a seeker of - |
evnboov as you know, but first of all it is neszssary I feel to give o complete
piciure cf {ue organization; and secondly I 2m 80 proud oI the “Jio‘? that I think
it a slight in SAPS not to mention it, You menilicned Bruce ieiz tweniy seven times.
Seriously, though, Armoldj you did a good jnb in giving am ¢wazaii piciure of SAPS:
and lets hope it brings some fresh spirits tr the waitlnglist., {1«
fresh spirits don't ne2d any encouragemen®, Ab: last count I t“':
of them, and some of us waitinglistsrs can be pretty freshy too-

—__.__......__-—-_.__._.- —_— e - ot o e

CLAY HAMLIN Southwest Harbor, Maine, 04579

Ex, number 8 on hand. Thanks,

Will a few complaints do as a legitimate LoC? Not that you can do anything
about it, Len, my boy, you were too little and too late, That blt about the €1d
Ball Game, Assoclated Press beat you to 1it, saying the same thing in much more
detall, £ Associated Press dcesn't have t> wait until the fifteenth of Dfupidmber
before distributing te N'APA LBJ)3 So tou, I assume, did UPI, Reuters did the same
thing, in thelr "oh so British" manner, And, heaven hslp us, even Tass tock nnte,
and came up with a nicely dnne blt abrut "imperialists" or whatever. You are way
behind the times, Len bny,

But theres was an angle to this, or so 1t seems, that everyone seems to have
overlooked, It dcesn't seem conceivable that I'm the only one to have thcughtcof
ity but it certainly hasn't beea mentioned. CBS actually had the nerve to admiv
that. they bought thie.ciub as an invesiment, just for filthy money, Not for the
sake of sport, but luhrﬁ, After all this time, when the leagues have gane out
of thelr way to say this is sport, and as such not subject to the rules of mcropoly,

these guys went and let the cat out of the bag.i In public, Wait ti111 the Senats
gets hnld of that!

Again, Len (boy, am I picking on you), what scares N A
you so much about our amusing Mr. Goldwater? The (r'ji:\ )
country usually marages to survive just about anyone, Lo g \ ~ EEKW
or so it sesms. Even a Truman, You might even say ,_‘3,—« \ﬂ\/ 7
thet the job made a man out of him, it has happen— | }/ ¥4
ed befnre, it can again, -84 Wo's behind the times?yd // 16 i /}[)

As for the idea of the civil rights tild not being

enforced, dc you really expect any different? I ( A
recall annther law, an amendment yet, that the same \43>~\\;::;§/A ,;;§,a

thing happened. They called 1t Prohibition, Laws XY e el T8 el 7]
are not going to change anyone's behavior after *\‘” Vi { = e
ali, £ When was the dast time ycu stuck up a v\\\\\~—1/\ ~ N\

bank)) Personally, I am all in favor of the Con- g\, o Ay )
servative viewpoint, federal (and state) gov— yizeda N\ 2V / Gi
wrnment 1s tvo darn big for their britches these ¢ wa; \\YG{RZ/// SN

dayS....Not that I expect anyone could become wildly
enthusiastic feboth:-the spokesman that 1ls being /”\g_(’
c¢Tfered for the Jonservatlve viewpoin*, '3Bul ~ C;%é;
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The Boad To Shadowland has its mnments, but it alse has some grave fgults, The
biggest problem is the dialogue, It's neither the sort of mighty rhetoric that he~
roes speak in some stories about mighty deeds nor ordinary conversation that would
occur between husband and wife or during an argument between a man and his enemies,
but it sways uneasily in both directions, never quite acquiring the virtues of
elther extreme and losing all censistency in the process, Tihe narration of acticn
is pretty well dcna, except for some superfluous detail., The reader might be trust-
ed to assume that Calea would 1ift the bow with the left hand and choose an arrow
with the right hand, unless lefthandedness had some place in the story. Not even
a hero like Muron would normally mount his horse without putting one hand on the
saddle to make the ascent easier. I assume that Arnold didn't want to do more’ than
write a series:of clashes between a hero-neroine pair and ecnemies, so I won't say
that there should have been some'general aim stated at the teginning and attained
at the ‘end.. ‘But I'think that two fights is the wrong nui:er of a short story: elither
Justione 'fight or three fights or increasing ﬁidlencé.seeﬁimpkéisuftable. In any |
event, With a’little polishing" and “periiaps “inclusion of ‘some additional "business! |
in the form of novel magic or specially distinctive characteristics of the enemies,
this would be no_worse than seme sword and sorcery.fiction that is being sold these
days... e e e R e e s
# 25T haven't" read any of the books in your view column, but I'1l probably in-
clude'tHs Verce ~volume in' a Yatch that.’I plan to .order as a result of the strongest
urge to ‘Fead ¥cience Fiction that has afflicted me in guite a few years, It sounds;
as if the BuTroughs bopm bas already produced the:same situetion that had afflicted;
Lovetraft fandom for msny years, that of dredging into print stories that wouldn't:
have found' their 'way into that status under normal circumstances. The Burroughs fans
really ought to ‘try to determine for sure, berore itls too late, what ERB really did
write and what is mostly or totally by someone else under-his name. There seems ho
dotbt that there Is 1little geﬁuine EEB in @ény of the stories that the Ziff-Dayis
megazines published for instance. %% To complicate mebbers, another publisher has
come out with two booka about Tarzan which are admittedly wiritten by another_an.thor7
I understand Burrougas! estate.is suing)? Somehow, - I-canlt 1magine'BurroPghs writing
the kind of bogk fhat you describe Beyond the Fanthest Star to be: the whole pnint’
of hi's literary career was tha% of escape-from Earth's:specific preblems into j?ng}es
or other plangts where cnly the. general, basic problems: of manlind remeined. - I'm al-
most tempted to read this Ace volume, incidentally, so.I can take a crack-af-deterh
mining the target at which the prococious kids were aimed. There was a radio program
during World War Two called the Quig Xide that annoyed some adults very much, bec?qse
the kKidg were smarter than most adults end were very vain of this fact, dbut I can't
thitk of anything in the political cr military situation of the world that could-aq-
count for this part of the Purroughs sailre, Sy g '
I{" The satire consisted of having the hero of the book followed around by a‘sniv;;
eling brat, This brai, by uee of his cleverness and by being rotten in general mah-
ages to work his way into the top echelons of .the secret police, 'Hiweves, :the hero’
outsmarts the brat . and as he escznos he has the pleasure of noting the -tar'being beat-
en out of the kid: Burroughs has-satirlzed agpects of Wordd war 1l before. Carson
"of Veniarwaassuch a satire, 1 think that BEYOND THE FARTHEST STAR was written By
ERB. :6f course, I'm not an expert, but the book spunds like Burroughs in-his late?
period of writing, .The sentencs structure jibes with the'late Venus serles. I :
think that the reason for the ploi. was that he really couldn't:ithink of anything
better. Remember, this was to. be the start of a whole new series: ' Evidently, the .
bad gus vere eventtally to have been defeated, and the hero would have ggne onl to
greater things—IB}) bise tote SRes

Which brings the lettercol to a close. Aynie didn't comment this time
because nobody sent letters his way. As I mentioned, this was our fault. So nake

3 t th. i hoo'
up for it and write to 1s 18 EXCALIBUR 26
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Last issue I analyzed SAPS, so this month, it seems only right

that I explore N'APA. Of all the apas, these two seem to me to have
— the most in conmon,

Before getting into the analysis, a quick rundovm of the group
_would seem to be in order. N'APA has a limit of Y40 members who must -
YT * also be members of the N3F, Members must pay M'APA dues also which are
nominally $2 a year, but which the present OE; Fearlecs Fred Patten, has
. cut inm half, Activity requirements are €ix pages of the member's own
R original material in U6 copies every six months. There used to be an

\}J) T KP A ARALYSIS by AENOLD KATZ

escape for those missing 2 mailings, a 50¢ fine with another mailirgito
i geh the pages in, but the membership recently voted to tighten up the 3

/’7 PN .. rles, The sole officer of N'APA is the Official:Editor who serves a
\ A one year term and may succeed himself. The government of N'APA is'a .

i ) democracy. since the OE cannot arbitrarily set aside the constitution,
‘é/ Tue fact that it has been done, is belug done; and will be done again
~-5A" shouldn't/unduly trouble you. It just seems.that N'APAnsg are a bit lazy

about amending the constitution, When necessity clearly calls for an .

abridgement of the Constitution the OFE usually polls the members. Kid- .
. ding agidelr the only serious violation is the collection of half dues.

Memhwrs have not been heard to complain, i

K'APA is the fastest rising apa in fandom, Since Patten was elec-
ted for his first term back in Winter of 62—63 N'APA has come from near
extinction to a state of vibrant health, Quantity of material has
about doubled, quality has probably improved even more. From being about 3/U full,
N'APA has come to have a wl of 10 or so.

Patten! 's role in this is well known among N'APAns and cannot be stressed
enough in any analysis of the group. One thing he did was to try to counteract the
tremendous downhill slide, triggered by his predecessory RBob Lichtman. Gradually,
the image of N'AFPA has been made over to conform with reality., Fred!s zine, Foof-
araw sets the kind of example new apans, who usually begin their careers in N'APA,
need. Its impeccable reproduvction, reat layout and interesting material of.both
mc. and non mc nature, sets a standard of excellence for- apazines that is hard to
beat, Fonf sets the pace for the rsst of the apa. - I think the goal-.of all N'APAns
who publish a zine meant exclusively for W'APA is to put one out "as good as Fred's!
Foofaraw is the . H'APAzine. ke idea of never missing a malllng, for instande,
ig hammered home when the newcomer sees thas Fred always has a zine in the mailing.
It is more than just the zines he sends through N'APA that make Fred so important.
He is one hell.of a nice guy. Neofen seem to instantly recognize this, and Fred
Patten worship is not an uncommon thing among fans who have come on the scene in
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the last year or so. 'He helps ‘the newcomers to fanzine fandom develep as faneds -l &
by answering their questiors and glving advice. I don't knew how many times I've

heard (all righkt! and said) things like "I woruldn't want to disappeint Fred! from

the younger circle of N'APAns, Fred is ¢ne from whom the younger fen desire appreval.

It gives them (211 right, "us") an incentive to work abo"e and beyond such thlngs as :
egoboo, 2y

If Fred 1s the Sawidur'of N‘APA, Bruce Pelz; apan extraordinaire, has often :
been viewed as the FEvial Villain., It's hard to say exactly why, but somehow, thatls: - -
the way 1t 1s, I think Bruce's contribution to N'APA has been vastly underrated.
There 1s no one who will galusay the fact that his Rache is nearly as guod, and
sometimes tettsr than Forfarzw. His other contribuiions. as in the case of Patten
are as impoztant - if less nbrious, I think Bruce's sontribdrwticn to N'APA has been
vastly underrated, Vhen W'APA reached its nadir around the i0th mailing I sometimes
feel that only “che s Digbandment Resolution stood between N'APA and death by lack
of care, BJL'ucn‘e resgluticn cpened the eyes bf the members to tle sorry state
N'APA wasiin af "%, time.” Since then his barbed tongue has kept N'APA stepping right
along. Bruce is anuther hers, though in ‘a slightly ‘different way, cf the younger
fen, When Bru.e's$sys something about- the quality ¢f a N'APA2ine He gets listened
to as the Volee of Authority. 'Brice also begin the single most important trend in -
N'APA today when he¢ published his Faaan fiction serial, Masters of the lilcrocosm.
Although he de’.fied tu glve it up after two chapters, there are now three svch
thrillers . <4c in N'APA, °

N'APA has; 35 Ifvsaid, much in common with SAPS. For one thing, there is a
great ¢verlap in memtarship betweer the two groups. N'APA at times has seemed to
be a training ground for futurs SAPSites with the better newcrmers going on to be-
come members of both grnﬁps. The tone of the apas is about the same also, allowing
for the greater experience of SAPS members, N'APA has a lively crew of humorists
led by Wally Webes; arnd including such as Pelz, Tackett, and Your Servants To Com~
mand, Len Balles ¢t moi.

As in SAPS, fictlion 1s popular in
N'APA, though i1t is not confined to the
Sword and Sorcery type. The pun serlals
in fact, are all of the Super Sclence t .--
type. :

N'APA bhas its serious side too, of .
course, Sclence Fiction, belleve it or
not 1s oie of the more important toplcs.
Reviews ¢f books and articles on SIF
and Fantasy abound, and there are always.-
discussions on the field in the mall-
ing comments, The best zine in N'ArA,
Niekas 1s a pleasing blend of fepnicsh
natterings andj serious articles. AR
Meskys, Rolfe, and Chatland, thes three ..
editors, provide a good source for many
of the better Sti-centered pieces. ¥oof-
araw usually contains an article on
science fiction every issue, as does EX,
Other topics of interest have been Aid to
Education, Monogamy, the Hugos, Gilb—
ert and Sullivan, and Diplomacy.
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You can usually flnd at least one or two N'APAns willing to d.iscuss any pet sﬂb—-
.Sec'b 4. e ] . ] o) .)
AJ.ohg witlh the pun serlals and science fiction, the other trend, though" still:-
a minor one, 1.s comic bookihsrpoes and amateur movies, about same. Johnatane, Patten
and Castera have all recently had major sections on the subject, but EX's cwn .
L¥E*N* BYA*I*T*T*S probahly started the trend 'way back with his irxtervigw with
Julius Schwariz in Cursed circa September '63, Uost of the subssquent material has
dealt with & planaed but never filmed comic hero movie the LASFS theiight tp’ onces

Lest this aralysis rezd like a recruitmant campeigr I will wind up with the _:
priblems of N'APA. BReproducilon was N'APA's long term prodiem; as one would expect
1n an apa with many luexperienced frieds. By and lergs; Th:a problen no longer
exists, but a few zines are shtill havring a rough time gduvn.'l,: reslly good duplicat—
ion, . The in..‘g:‘ﬂencc of members las also been a prublem, N'APA seces more lst fan-
zines than auy niber apa. Although the neos rapidly impyoves if they have any talent,
The first issues. voually aren't tco preposessing., As the tremendous turnover in
membership ; ao:ihns long time N'APA problem, has begun to slow down,the influx
of necs hac t<ae “rought down to a bearable level, A couple of neoish zines a mail~-
ing s emgugh. "™i» VYen or twelve N'AzA used to get vere Hell. Most sf the sther
problems ar: ihsse of th2 nature of growing pains.

N'APA is g-wcwing., You can see the improvement every meiling, It ian't as
good as SAPS, but, I do feel that it 1s worth joining.
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TNVASTON FROW PROQ - Norman  Edwards
lionarch Books UYO¢ 126pp

This book, ‘I believe, is the
last to be publiched by Monarch,
I think that the company is.uow
bankrupt or shmsthing, It's prob-
ably one cf tho hewt Lhey‘ve pub—
lished : »

The plot is simle enough. Il i |
the strzy of =i, Yuvasion of Harth ..
from the fut UTe. 28 the title mighﬂ',
" lead you %0 d&lisve, I'm nct'éure
however,, how +he year 250C was am-
"rived at, as ihltue tonk, the exach-
temporal homeland 0¥ the invaders’
is never establicghes,

" e g FEE T Y

=

Len Bailes

o~

|
e

An Electronics firm nwner, Jack '

Eskridge is minding his:own ' buslnsss, driving around in North Dakota, when sud-
denly, hlammo, a tims gate appears out of thin air end hoards cf invaders pour
forth, Eskridgs flesc and tries toimake it to. one of the big citiess stopping

tc pick up a Negro with the unllkely name of Carl Brandon. Unfortunately for them,
the Invaders pick the city in question (Minnesota) for a bombing raidk and Jask
and Carl are geased, ceptured and placed in a slave labor camp., Dissatisfied with
this state of affairs, Bskridge makes a break for freedom, and escapes, leaving
Carl behind, He returns to his home city, Chicago, ‘and finds 1t under nccupation
by the enemy, Iz the course of trying to lecate some of his old friends, he 1s
captured again, this time by the Earth Undergrrund, of which his friends are mem-
bers, When Jack tells all -he lmows the sclentists decide, that the time gate 1s
something like a forcefield, They flgure that if somebody takes a contraterrene
forcefield and inserts it thereln the Gate will be destroyed. Eskridge and sev-
eral sthers are delegated for this task, They manage to bluff thelr way through to
the heart of enemy headqua rtara, but are then dlsccvered Eskridge knccks out the
guard and has ore of ‘the othereg change clothes with him, Unfortunately they are
not succeseful. 4n Invadsr with the cadcey rame of Eillk catches them; and explains
‘to them'that their mission was doomed befoxs it started, The Invaders are follow-
“Ing a prﬁgrammed-caﬁréa'written ¥TER the invasion had Dpeen successful.’ The idea
1s that there have ' been an-endless:ichain of lnvadsrs coming, conquering the 20th
century, recording it for posterity, then coming back again. It isn't clear how
‘the 'first’ invaders’ manégé&g~6r even 1f there ever were any.first inveders, The
rebels are permitted to leave the Enemy base, and steal a tank on their way cut.
Learning of the Invasion plan discoursges Eskridge, as he now 'feels that his every
move has been predeﬂnlned It turns nut that the tank they clipped wag a ringer,
It had & radit in it which broadcasted the position nf the Underground when they
returned. The eliens then mop it up and Bekridgs is on the run again,  He is re-
captured and set fres by Brandon, who in the meantime has managed té work himself
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up to an important pnsition amnng the slaves of the Invaders, In the process of
escaping this time he manages to rip a few pages out of the Book of Days, These
pages happen to be concerned with the mapufacture of the time gate. Und zo, after
bis scientist friends conatruct it for him Eskridge goes through and back to an
hour before tke ailens firet emerged, He sets up an anti-~force fisld on the spot,
and when the eppointed time arrives Poof, ths Time gate is destroyed and the alt—
eraate world bocomes non existent, Eskridge continuss minding his own business

in North Dakota. as we fouzd him when the book opened. @bviously the author is fem-
1liar with Jeoae Agiamgvis ¥md of Eternity,

oweile (although i1t's barely long enough tn be called a novel) chief vir-
u itg attempt to make thls hoary plot seem realistic. Descriptive passages
are oxcelient, and it is evident that
the author has been to the midwestern
areas >f which he gpeaks. Based

on tnls novel, I'd say ithat ths writer
has kad very little coniact with fan—
dom altogether, He protably wasn't
writing for a farnish audience.

Oh yess I think it might be help-
ful to mention that Norman Edwards is
rezlly a pseudrnym for-two dirsy pros,
Ted Waite and Ter:ry Carr.

Kidding aside, I think the book
1s reasonably ccmpetent.- ‘It doesn't
attempt muach, but as a typlcal sf
story of the type 3t is readable. The
inscrivticn on the #itlie page, which-
reads MNP Ted ¥hite and Terry Carr—
vho made this bosk puscible? assufisse
.extremely funny ecrmoistisas to those
in the kocw, Dittc Brandoa and El-
1ik, so thig may B2 oas of the reasons
I happensd %o liks 1%, - You vestter go
out anc Tuy it. Aftsr 211, if you don't
Just what kind of trufan are you, any—
way’? :

TRANSIT Edmund Cocper, Lancer, 50¢, 159%p

Lances seems to have abandoned
its 75¢ qualisty. eCitions and settled
down into the usaal 50¢ rut, Actual-
1y. this rovel fs rather funny, although
it wazn'{ meant to be.

. Thecretically this 1s supposed

%ﬁs,/f PN 4 10 Ve:a CGroat Realistic Study qf The
i;ggn“vw«gg . Character of Crdinary Human Bgings
SRENNY Maring Strest. It scema that four

people are mysteriously spirited away
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from Earth and cast away on a strange planet
vherein they have to learn to cops: ' with Nat-
ure, and themselves, They are dransported by
omni gelent aliansg, who not heving access to any
fan's collection of gsience fictinn inirnk that
their 13eaa ig tsrwibly origindk, As you might
have gnresezf. these thoughtful Coé-belngs have
alsc transplanted a set of peuvple from ancther
planet to this primal paradise ard eventually,
the two gwoups have a showdown flght for sur-
viral., As = matter of fact, the bcok reads
amazingiy iike a cruvddy episods of the Auter
Limits I s2w last ysar, and I wonder whe stole
what from whom, The author attempts to glve

us a DIeep Psychological inglght into hls shar-
acters, and prove that they tabave exactly .
like reel people. To-effect this portrayal, -
he has the earthpeople discrver that ons of
their number has a huge collection of pornc—
grapay with him, (I forgot to mentlon, each
one of them was given a trunk full of whatever
they liked best to take with them, Tater, this
same man zGmlts to psychlc lmpotency. Hao can't
bring himself to mske it with his chie Jike all
good cagstaways on sbravge plsnets should,
This prohlem had to te masolwed in order to
portrey the trzdiiionsl peinful Birth scene AN e
later on, In this verszion of if, the mother i ' Y
alliogt idies, and the kid cemes out a mess, Honestly, I wonder how _soms of these sf
writers think the firat generat*on of wankind marassé to survive. Mest of them
depict birth without hispitals as a trip threugh kell. 0Of courser 1 woulda't be
qualified to judge persc nz11¥; but evidently manikind did manage to muddle alonig
somehow or cther. o : : :

The style of writing zeally isn't too bad, This seens to be thy work of a
semi~decent writer who just lsn't aware nf how trite hisg plotline is. .lan, wins
the atrugehbd over the cther naanlcq. thus fhe aliens let him live and annlhflat
everyone elsa, The author's point 1s that despite how lowlys nearotic etc man is
as an indbvidusl, as a specles. Acin Saps 1s ok, The abttempt at realism does place
it aove several simllar auuprt51 bet personsllys I didn't .care for it. The rea-
son I dlelike maingtrsam ficticn is because the ‘dcal*sm has gone sut of it, No
heroes anymore, just protagonists. A horo dossu't have %o be.brave; or super this,
or that, he just hag %o have characteristics which by necezslty have %o be exagger-
ated to contrast him with his surroundings, Otherwise the result is deathly dvll,

MENACE FROM EARTH Rovert Heinlein, Signet, 50¢, 189 pagss.

A, a breath of fresh alr, How could the Heoinlein who wrote these storles be-
come the Heinlein we all krow At Af4AL today. This 4s a reprint of the hardbound
collection of 1957 and has a good many of Heinlein's classically great short stories.
The tone of the collection is light: it contains BY HIS BOOTSTRAPS, MENACE FRCM
EARTH, YEAR OF THE JACFKPOT, PROJECT NIGHTKARE, COLUMBUS WAS A LCFE, GOLDFISH BOWL,
and WATER IS FOR WASHING, all of them thorouvghly enjoyable, If ynu didn't catch
this first time around, get it now, .,.Which ends annther shurt coluumn; someday

I'm going to have to i‘éﬁd kobb pELEPEE f148144 catdh up on my backlog—LB
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